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The cost of fighting the three largest Forest fires in 1968 \ was sis iaet 
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mately half a million dollars each. A knowledge of where these large sums of 


money are being spent is necessary in order to assess the effectiveness of our 
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spending. Analysis of the nine fires which had expenditures in excess of one 
hundred thousand dollars was made. The result of this analysis gives an 
indication of the breakdown of the expenditure. The results are shown in Table 
| and Table II. Table |! shows the actual dollar breakdown and Table I! shows 
the percentage breakdown. The total dollar costs have been revised from a 
: previous report (Spring Fires 1968) as the previous figures were not final. 
; The major firefighting expenditures on seven of the nine fires analyzed 
were for aircraft, tractor rental and wages. The total provincial firefighting 
expenditure for 1968 aiso shows the same trend. The variation occurring in 
expenditure is due mainly to the method of firefighting and the accessibility 


of the area. For example, fire DL 3-4 has twice the wage expenditure as 
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tractor rental costs whereas fire DS 3-21 is the reverse. Fire DW 1-9 has a 


very high truck rental cost. The high cost is linked to the number of water 


trucks used on the fire. Fire DL 4-1 has a comparatively high aircraft cost 
and a low tractor rental cost which was probably due to the access problem. 
Because of the urgency of firefighting, complete cost control is very 


difficult. However, the maximizing of the benefits from the funds expended in 





firefighting is important and must be pursued. By analyzing the cost of 


firefighting, the fire control officer can gain a better understanding of the 
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relationship between major expenditures and fire control effectiveness. 
Increased emphasis must be placed on high expenditure segments of firefighting 


in order that more effective use of the expenditure can be implemented. 


Forest Protection Branch, 
Alberta Forest Service, 
October Ist, 1969. _ Department of Lands and Forests. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2022 with funding from 
Legislative Assembly of Alberta - Alberta Legislature Library 


https://archive.org/details/ableg 33398004131834 
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